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contributed to deteriorate society. There was action and reaction. The atheism of the epoch was as much the effect as the cause of its corruption. It was, certainly, not wholly either the effect or the cause, but was partly both. Further, the enormous and bewildering mass of events and declarations called the French Revolution need not be pronounced either wholly or mainly evil, nor need,the sceptical philosophers be denied to have been largely instrumental in diffusing salutary truths as well as pernicious errors. We may give all due justice to the Revolution and its authors and yet hold that its worst features were the natural expressions of the materialistic and atheistic views, and the selfish and sensuous principles prevalent in the generation which accomplished it, and in the generation which preceded it When God was decreed a non - entity and death an eternal sleep, when divine worship was abolished and marriage superseded, the rights of property disregarded, and life lavishly and wantonly sacrificed, the atheistical materialism of La Mettrie and Von Holbach was seen bearing its appropriate poisonous fruit. If you convince men that in nature and destiny they are not essentially different from the beasts that perish, it may well be feared that they will live and act as beasts, casting off, as far as they can, all the restraints imposed by human and divine institutions, all
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